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Society of England, that the subject of this curious
fresco is not anything so material as the signs of the
Zodiac at all, but is an attempt to represent the so-
called " Wheel of Life" or " Chain of Causation."
Gotama in one of the most ancient of the Buddhist
texts,* is said to have thought out this wheel in that
supreme moment of his life when, sitting under the
Bo Tree, he attained to that high degree of insight
which gave him his name of " The Buddha," " The
Enlightened One/' There is no doubt about this
result, Dr. Waddell having discovered in Thibet an
almost exact reproduction of this ancient picture,
which reproduction being both complete and intact
is readily intelligible.

I will read you from the Maha Vagga the words in
which this " Wheel of Life " or " Chain of Causa-
tion " was first formulated, and I venture to predict
that though it is written in English, you will not
understand a word of it.

" From Ignorance spring the Sankharas.

" From the Sankharas springs Consciousness.

" From Consciousness spring Name and Form.

" From Name and Form spring the Six Provinces
(of the six senses).

" From the Six Provinces springs Contact.

" From Contact springs Sensation.

* Vinaya^ i., I.